
Weaving 
Materials: 
Foam Core Loom 
Warp: String 
Weft: yarn, thread, wire, plastic, fabric, etc. 
Knitting Needle 
Scissors 
Ruler 
Box Cutter 
Tapestry Needle (Shuttle) 
 
Goals of the Assignment: Students will 
create a sampler of various techniques and 
materials to explore various weaving techniques.  Students will choose the techniques and 
materials to incorporate into their own weaving.  The final weaving will demonstrate a 
comprehension of weaving techniques and showcase an understanding of balance while 
maintaining variety and interest for the viewers. 
 
Vocabulary: 
 Loom: the device that holds the warp threads under tension to facilitate the 
interweaving of the weft threads 
 Warp: the set of lengthwise yarns that are held in tension on a frame or loom 
 Weft: the thread or yarn which is drawn through the warp yarns to create cloth 
 Shuttle: tool designed to neatly carry the weft across the loom while weaving 
 
Process: 
Creating a Sampler: 
*Cut a piece of foam core approx 6” x 9”. 
*Cover the two 6” sides with two layers of masking 
tape and fold over the edge, from front to back. 
*Along the two 6” sides, measure and mark every 
¼”. 
*With a sharp box cutter, cut a ½” slit at every mark 
you made.  Be sure to go through the layers of tape 
and the foam core.  This is your frame or LOOM. 

*Starting at one end, take the cotton string 
and loop it through each notch from side to 
side.  You will be wrapping the string 
around from front to back of the foam core. 
When you reach the end of your notches, 
on the back side, tightly tie the two ends o
the string together.  This is your WAR
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*Get a computer to watch the YouTube 
channel linked on the course website under 
Weaving. 



*Start by watching “Beginning a Basic Weave” and “Restarting a Basic Weave” and you 
practice by weaving with yarn, multiple strands of thread together, plastic bag, wire, and 
lastly, basic weave fabric strips.  Use the tapestry needle as your SHUTTLE to help get these 

various materials through as the WEFT. 
*Next, watch the “Soumac” technique and 
try that with yarn. 
*Then, watch the “Rya” video and try that 
technique with yarn. 
*Move onto the “Blocks” and “Trimming 
Rya” videos and demonstrate the open slit / 
boxes technique with yarn. 
*Next, watch the “Loops” video and try out 
that technique with yarn. 
*Lastly, watch “Tiger Stripes” and try those 
out with two different colors of yarn. 

*If you have room left on your sampler, experiment and try out things.  This is the space for 
you to explore before starting your final work. 
*Once you reach the end of the loom, you will need to finish your weave.  On the back, take 
scissors and cut through the center of all the warp strings.  Starting on one end, remove the 
warp strings from the loom and tie together.  You can tie two or more together to create 
various looks.  Again, experiment to see what types of edging looks you like before starting 
you final work.   
*Trim up any strings that need trimming or tuck in or tie up any strings that have come 
loose. 
*Tie a whole punched piece of paper to your sampler to turn in.  This work is graded for 
accomplishing the various techniques and not on design aesthetics.  
 
Creating YOUR Final Work:  
*Sketch out basic design ideas for your final work.  
What shape do you want your final work to be 
(square, rectangular, circle, etc.)?  What colors 
are you going to work with?  What types of 
textures?  What materials?  What weaving 
techniques?  How will it be presented? 

 
 
 

*Final work must: 
 Have a loom which will produce a final 
weaving with approximately 275-325 
square inches or more 

 Demonstrate strong craftsmanship 
within the weaving techniques used 

 Display balance and variety 
 Consider the final presentation of the 
weaving 

*Have fun and WOW me! 


