
BATIK 
 
Materials: 
Photograph of Subject 
16x16 Drawing Paper 
Ruler 
Pencil 
Black Marker 
White Cotton 16x16 Fabric 
RIT Dye 
Syringes 
Paint Brushes 
Beeswax 
Iron and Ironing Board 
Newsprint 
 
Goals of the Assignment: Students will 
create a batik demonstrating an 
understanding of using blocks of values to 
create an image.  Students will choose a 
color scheme which will compliment the 
overall image and mood of the work.  The 
batik will demonstrate the comprehension of 

wax resist and hand dyeing techniques and showcase an understanding of using various 
colors and values to create a unified artwork. 
 
Vocabulary: 
Batik: is a technique of manual wax-resist dyeing applied to whole cloth 
Wax Resist: 
Dye: 
Analogous: colors next to each other on the color wheel 
 
Process: 
Creating a Design:  
*Take a photograph with a wide variety of values and strong contrast.  It should be an image 
of forms within real life.  Save this digital image to your school email account. 
*Open the image in Photoshop.   
*Use the crop tool.  In the upper toolbar make the width and height 8 inches x 8 inches.  
This will make your crop be square for our final paper. 
*Image > Mode > Grayscale.  This loses all the color and just takes into account the values 
in the work. 
*Image > Adjustments > Levels.  This will allow you to create a stronger contrast within the 
values of the work. 



*Image > Adjustments > Posterize.  This will break all the small value changes into chunks 
of values.  You choose how many levels of values you want (5, 6 or 7).  Make sure the 
preview box is checked and type the number in and watch the image change.  Pick the best 
for your image. 
*When printing the image, you will need it to print exactly 8x8, so no scaling or fit to page 
when hitting print.  You want to save the new posterized version as a separate image so you 
have the original as a reference.  

*Print 2 copies of the posterized version and 1 of 
the original. 
 
*Create a 1x1 inch grid on a posterized print.  
Create a 2x2 grid on a plain white piece of paper.  
Draw lightly on the white paper. 
*Redraw the image into the large paper, one 
square at a time.  Label the values 1 for the 
lightest 5 for the darkest. 
*Once the drawing is perfect, go over the drawn 
lines with a permanent marker and erase the grid. 
 
*Place the marker drawing under the white fabric 
and lightly trace with pencil the lines. 
 
*Plan your colors.  They should be analogous. 
The lightest color in your scheme is the first 
application so label it 1, second darkest 2 and so 
on.  Colors help people recognize images and set 
a mood.  Think through your color choice. 
 

 
Creating YOUR Final Work:  
*If anything in your image is to stay white, then you will cover those areas of your design 
with wax first.  Otherwise, skip to next direction. 
*Mix a small amount of your lightest color in a small plastic tub/container. (1 to 10 ratio of 
dye to water)  Submerge your entire cloth in the dye until desired color is achieved.  Keep 
pulling it out of the dye to check the color intensity.  Share a container if someone else in the 
class wants that same color. 
*Wring out excess liquid. Hang to let dry. 
*Once dry, apply melted wax with a paint brush to the areas in your design that are to 
remain the first color. In other words, areas labeled 1.  The wax will resist the other colors 
from bleeding into that area. 
*This next dye and the dyeing afterwards are going to depend on the intensity of the color 
you want/need for the design.  You will mix your dyes to water at about a 1:10 or 1:5 ratio 
each time.  You will mix different amounts depending on how much in your design needs 
that color.  Use the syringes to have accurate measuring. 



*Once the dye is mixed, you will paint it onto the fabric.  You will place a garbage bag or 
newspaper under your fabric to help contain the mess.  Paint enough layers of dye to achieve 
the desired intensity. 
*Simply hang fabric to dry. DO NOT WRING OUT. 
*Repeat this wax resist then dye procedure until all 5-7 values are on the fabric. 

 
Finishing YOUR Final 
Work: 
*After the last dye has 
been applied and dry, you 
will need to remove all the 
wax to reveal the design. 
*Set up an ironing board 
and iron.  Get out a lot of 
newspaper and newsprint. 
*You will place a lot of 
newspaper with a couple 
of clean newsprint layers 
on top.  Place your artwork 
on this pile and then add a 
few pieces of clean 
newsprint on top of your 
artwork followed by many 
layers of newspaper.  

*Place the iron on the newspaper fabric sandwich you created and apply even heat over the 
area which has the fabric.  You are heating the wax and allowing it to be absorbed by the 
newspaper. 
*After a couple of passes around, peel back the newspaper and remove any newsprint filled 
with wax and replenish the newsprint.  Repeat this until all the wax is removed. 
*Use just two clean layers of newsprint below and on top of your design for one final chance 
to remove any small amounts of wax. 
*If you would like to sign your work, use a very thin permanent marker to sign and then 
quickly heat set the marker. 
 
 
*Final work must: 

 Include 5-7 values 
 Use an analogous or monochromatic color scheme 
 Adhere to the elements and principles of art 
 Demonstrate strong craftsmanship with attention to detail 

 
Recommendations / Advice: 
…Plan.  A well planned design will be “easier” to execute because it becomes a paint by 
number after the designing. 
…Learn to Juggle. It takes time to let the fabric dry and the wax to cool.  While waiting, be 
ready to work on the other assignments for the class. 


